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result was magnificent and thrilling but unavoidably

short-lived in its burst of splendour. And the country
sank again into a politico-cultural apathy and gloom.
Last came the assault of Europe and the yoke of
England. A few earthquake shocks, to be precise,
a few slight tremors, and the whole of the land ky
at the feet of the alien conquerors, supine, but united
in stunned subjection, A unity was achieved, a
many-sided unity that had never been possible before,,
though it had yet to be fuller and more abiding for
the growth of India towards her goal. The problems
that faced the country at this stage of her evolution
were the rousing of the people, the discovery of the
true truth of her ancient culture, the affirmation of
the spiritual ideal for which India has stood through
the ages. The bondage of a foreign rule accentuated
by a relentless exploitation of her proverbial wealth
created discontent in the country. Discontent broke
into struggle, struggle led to the awakening of the
Leviathan. Besides, the impact of Western civilisa-
tion and progressive thought made India sceptical
and curious. For a time she rejected her past as
outworn and dead, and blindly imitated everything
foreign. But as she grew in her curiosity she wanted
to know and master the truths not only of Europe
but also of her own cultural heritage. There were
then born that radiant band of dynamic personalities^,
the spiritual architects of the nation's kter glory.
The signs of a general stirring of life began, to be
visible in the land and it was unity that loomed